THE NEW DERMATOLOGY.
IV. On the Etiology of Certain Cases of Alopecia.
In this article it is not proposed to deal with the common form of baldness ("calvitie" of the French), which is seen chiefly in the male sex, but with the alopecia following acute illness, alopecia associated with deficiency or excess of thyroid -secretion, and the variety known as alopecia .areata.
Severe loss of hair may be a sequel of many acute infections, e.g. typhoid fever, pneumonia, the exanthemata, and paiticularly erysipelas, even though the scalp itself be not actually the site of inflammation; it may also follow child-birth, surgical operations, severe The writer was at first inclined to the view that post-influenzal alopecia might be due, partly at any rate, to the hyperthyroidism that obtains in these cases, but it would seem far more probable that both the alopecia and the hyperthyroidism depend directly on bacterial infection, and, though the. actual causal organism of influenza is still a matter of dispute, the micro-organism.responsible for these complications is probably a streptococcus.
(To be con tinned.)
